= OUTRAGEOUSLY OUTDOORS

‘Twas the Night
before Christmas

By Steve Gilliland

‘Twas the night before Christmas; and to humor my spouse
I had just set some traps for that darn pesky mouse.

My stockings were all dirty and strewn under the bed

So an old hunting boot hung by the chimney instead.

Our puppy was nestled all snug in her bed

Under the laundry room table with her stuffed toy named Fred.
My pj's were long johns, all cozy and white

And I crawled into bed and turned out the light.

My wife lay beside me in jammies of red

She was already dreaming of Claus and his sled
When out in the drive there arose such a ruckus
I sprang from my bed to see what had struck us.

I should have known not to “spring” from my bed
Cause I busted my toe and clobbered my head.

As I limped up the hallway I grabbed my deer rifle

I'd show them I was someone with whom not to trifle!

I peered out the window and what did I see?

Why old Santa himself, alive as could be.

And there stood old Rudolph in all of his glory,
With his nose shining orightly just like in the story.

But all I could see was his head on my wall c
With that right red nose twinkling to brighten my hal
His rack it was monstrous, at least twenty points,

The thought of its score made me weak in my joints
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I wanted that rack, whether legal or not,
So I eased out the door to line up my shot.
I clicked off the safety and steadied myself
So I wouldn't endanger the Jolly Old EIf.

Now remember those traps I'd set out before?
Well there happened to be one right by the door.
While I tried to be sneaky so no one would know
That trap clamped its jaws around my sore toe.

I jerked on the trigger and the shot went astray
And ended up lodged in the front of the sleigh.
The reindeer all spooked and yanked on the sled
Dumping St. Nick on the floor on his head.

They shot out the drive as slick as a whistle

And away they all flew like the down of a thistle,
But I heard him exclaim as they drove out of sight
Rudolph you idiot; no more deer hunters tonight!

Note* The events depicted ahove DO NOT reflect the ethics of the author,
Noreindeer were harmed in the telling of this story,

Merry Christmas from Exploring Kansas Outdoors; Steve

Journey to Bethlehem

December 10t & 11t , 2011
Anytime between 5:30 - 8:30 p.m.

Tours for special needs at 5:00 p.m.

All are invited to a live
re-enactment of the Christmas Journey to
be Treasured forever. Live Animals

Jetmore United Methodist Church
214 East Highway, Jetmore, Ks. 620-357-6237
Admission FREE,

Drress warmly some scenes outside

Free will donation dinner at King Center
on 308 Main 5t., from 4:00 to 8:00 p.m.
Served by Hodgeman Business Boosters
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Fresh Water For Life-

Ritchie automatic waterers have top quality
materials, smart design and are built to last.

Ritchie manufactures a complete line of livestock
watering products with the highest specifications
in the industry. Designed for rugged situations,
extreme winter weather, and energy efficiency.
Featuring our 10 year warranty, there is a
Ritchie that will fit your needs.

For more information on the fountain
designed to fit your needs, contact:

Caolorada, MWW Hew Mexica, Kansas, MW Arkansas,

SE. Wyomlng N. Oklahoma

Beck Sales Boettcher Supply, Inc.
200-279-1770 B00-657-5770

wawboettchersupply.com
MNE., Central & 5. Mew Mexica, -

Texas, 5. Oklahoma Mebraska
Becker Wholesale Nebraska Pump
B00-269-74713 B00-627-9913

wwwbeckerarholesale.com warmnechraskapump.oom

‘The calor

on Richie fx ins is & regi d trad k of Rltchle Industries. U5, Patent
mumbsers : 51 .m.qmm.m:mmﬁ 2IEBGES

-

m TERRITORIAL MAGAZINE

wwwwritchiefount.com

27



Famr B0 by TEQRg § el AV e o
A Dy O 85000 54 0o

aAOO A Do

321 N. MAIN STREET « GARDEN CITY Go One Better ¥
620-275-8616 (877)-475-8616 KD Made With the Old USA Pride Enterprises

gipsonj.com

Custom Designs Uniquely For You

waenykelloelers.com Kenneth Kjidsalesm el com

Brownwood, TX ot  888-641-0420
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Six Full Service Locations  Garden City ks Wichita KS Topeka KS
2203 Jones Ave 3250 N Hydraulic 1305 W 42nd 5t
620-275-1996 316-838-3346 785-267-4345 cASE
Kansas City MO Joplin MO Springfield MO :
4100 Gardner Ave 54305 Hwy 43 6330 W Hwy 60 CONSTRUCTION
816-241-9290 417-781-8222 417-887-2729
*Case not available m all locations
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